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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to understand how university students
as the present and future consumers think of Korean green tea and to
understand how they think of the green tourism business in Chuncheon by
growing tea (Camellia sinensis L.) trees. Examiners took a face-to-face
interview with 513 students from three universities in Chuncheon. Images of

green tea was associated with flavor (35.9%) and well-being (34.7%), and the
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green tea was consumed for the health-related purpose (52.3%). A majority of

respondents preferred the green tea with light yellow color (82.4%), refreshing

taste (35.3%), and soft sweet-smelling flavor (41.3%). Many university students

(81.3%) replied that they pursued the green tea efficacy: obesity and heart

disease prevention. When purchasing green tea products, they primarily

considered the quality (33.5%) and price (31.5%), and theyv purchased tea-bag

products for easy preparation (80.4%). Thirty-nine percent of the respondents

considered unpalatability of green tea as a major obstruction for its market

expansion. About half of the respondents replied that the green-tourism

project using green tea in the Chuncheon area could be successful because of

easy accessibility of Seoulites to Chuncheon. In addition, respondents selected

buckwheat noodles (37.9%), spicy roast chicken (31.7%), and functional foods

(36.09%) are promising tourist attractions in conjuction with green tea.

Key words: green tea, Camellia sinensis L., survey, consumer research, green

tourism.
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